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to attend Mrs. J. H., a large, fleshy, healthy, Irish woman, in labour, for 
the fourth time. The waters had been escaping for five or six hours. Pre¬ 
sentation natural; mouth of the uterus open to the extent of an inch and 
a half; pains sufficient, but slow. Two P. M.—Mouth of the uterus 
dilated; pains rapith-head advancing. Three P. M.—Head protruded 
through the vulva by the natural efforts. After the head was expelled the 
pains were rather suspended. In a few minutes the face turned to the left 
thigh of the mother. Felt the jaw move distinctly several times, but no 
crying. The pains became'severe, but the shoulders did not advance. I 
hooked a finger into the right arm pit, and attempted to draw down the 
foetus, but without success. 

After several attempts passed the corner of a handkerchief under the 
right shoulder, (which was lying in the hollow of the sacrum,) and by 
■that completed the delivery three quarters of an hour after the head had 
been expelled. 

Attempted to inflate the lungs with my breath after I had rinsed my 
mouth with brandy. I think I forced air into the lungs, for when I 
pressed on the abdomen frotli escaped from the nostrils, but did not 
succeed. 

I could not persuade the parents (Catholics) to an examination. I think 
it weighed at least twelve pounds, but had not the means of weighing it. 

In considering this case the following questions present themselves. 

1. Could this subject be said to be born alive? 

2. Would the husband of this woman be entitled to the right of 
tenant by curtesy? 

3. Would the fact of respiration having occurred, disclosed by dissection, 
be sufficient evidence to support the claim of the husband to the right of 
tenant by curtesy? 

Poisoning by laudanum _ The following case related by Dr. Buck, in the 

Boston Med. and Surg. Jour. March 31, 1811, deserves notice if for no other 
reason, than for the novelty of the treatment employed. A young female aged 
22, swallowed an ounce of laudanum. The ordinary symptoms soon suc¬ 
ceeded. There was a state of almost perfect insensibility, the face livid and 
swollen, pulse slow, not exceeding 45 in a minute, and the jaws firmly shut. 
Dr. Buck saw her in about half an hour, and prying the mouth open, put into it 
40 grains of ipecac., and as much of sulphate of zinc in half a gill of water. 
He repeated this dose at intervals of ten or fifteen minutes, five times, using 200 
grains of ipecac, and as much sulphate of zinc. It is doubtful, however, whe¬ 
ther any was swallowed. In half an hour, as no change bad occurred, he in¬ 
jected into the stomach through an elastic catheter, twelve grains of tartar eme¬ 
tic dissolved in half a gill of water. After wailing half an hour, and perceiving 
no symptoms of an operation, he threw down 24 grains of tartar emetic. This 
in a short time induced a very feeble effort to vomit, and about half a gill of 
fluid was thrown up. Bufthe symptoms became more alarming; the pulse was 
slower, and the face extremely livid, while respiration was nearly extinct. He 
now threw down sixty grains of sulphate of zinc dissolved in half a pint of 
water, but without any sensible effect. 

“ Under these circumstances, seeing that there was no prospect of making her 
vomit by any ordinary means, I was resolved to make an experiment. I inject¬ 
ed a pint of vinegar into the stomach, and immediately after it, a large teaspoon 
four times heaped full of sal a?ratus, dissolved in half a pint of warm water. 
The effect was instantaneous. It broke forth foaming from the mouth in a stream 
of the full size of that orifice, with such a force as to be projected a yard or 
more. The quantity thrown up, I judged to be at least a quart, in a state of 
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complete effervescence. In about fifteen minutes, as there was no further vo¬ 
miting', I repeated the operation, using but half the quantity of vinegar with the 
same quantity of salseratus and water, with the same immediate effect, and then 
left her for the night, with directions to give her freely strong green tea, if she 
should recover sufficiently to drink it. 

“Next morning, I found her much prostrated, had vomited several times during 
the night, but was perfectly rational.” She gradually recovered. T. K. B. 

Axillary Ji natrium — Ligature of the subclavian.—Death on the thirty-first day. 
By S. D. Gross, M. D. 

The subject of this case was a free negro, ajtat. 3G, a brick-maker by occupa¬ 
tion, of a stout muscular frame, and temperate habits. On examination a cir¬ 
cumscribed, pulsating tumour was discovered underneath the pectoral muscle of 
the right side, extending from, the clavicle, which it bad thrown considerably 
upwards, into the axilla, on the one band, and down towards the cartilage of 
the fourth rib, on the other. It was of an irregular, conical shape, and about the 
size of a very large fist, measuring four inches at its base in one direction by 
three and a half in the other. It was very tense, and inelastic; and the pulsa¬ 
tion was so distinct that it could be seen at the distance of some feet from the 
patient. Pressure produced a sensible effect upon it; and the blood rushed into 
it with a loud whizzing noise. Owing to the elevation of the clavicle it was 
impossible to compress the subclavian artery so as to arrest the pulsation in the 
swelling, or even diminish the flow of blood through it. The whole limb was 
benumbed, painful, and almost deprived of the power of motion; the swelling 
however, was slight, and not at all (edematous in its character: the tempera¬ 
ture was also good. Severe suffering was likewise experienced in the site of 
the tumour and in the lower part of the neck. The pectoral muscle was 
stretched to the greatest extent; and the patient constantly inclined his head 
towards the affected side, keeping the elbow nearly at a right angle, and sup¬ 
porting it carefully with the opposite hand, to prevent tension of the swelling. 
The pulse at the wrist was nearly as distinct as in the other limb, but it now 
and then intermitted. For the last four weeks the pain was almost incessant, 
and was particularly severe at the chest and shoulder. His appetite was much 
impaired, and his countenance indicated the deepest distress. 

Questioned as to the origin of his disease, he stated that in December 1830, 
while firing a yager, the butt-end struck against the collar bone, and was fol¬ 
lowed instantly by numbness of the whole limb, which gradually subsided at 
the end of an hour. In April following, the arm began to swell from the wrist 
to the shoulder, attended with slight pain and impaired sensibility. The tumour 
was first noticed in June, just below the clavicle, was of the volume of a hazel¬ 
nut and pulsated very faintly. From this period it gradually enlarged. In 
January 1841, the aneurism increased rapidly, and there was aggravation of all 
the symptoms. 

The patient first consulted Dr. G. February 13th, lS41,and on the 18th of 
the same month the subclavian was tied above the clavicle. During the opera¬ 
tion a small vein, a branch of the subclavian, was divided, and secured with a 
temporary ligature. All pulsation in the sac, as well as at the wrist ceased 
upon tmliteninir the ligature. The edges of the wound were brought together 
by three sutures and adhesive straps, and not half an ounce of blood was lost 
durino- the operation. In less than an hour after it, the temperature, which had 
been considerably depressed, was thoroughly restored, and the pain and numb¬ 
ness had abated. 

After the operation the contents of the tumour became speedily solidified and 
its volume progressively diminished. The ligature came away on the four¬ 
teenth day without a drop of blood. 

On the 15th of March his pulse was found to be accelerated, and a slight de¬ 
gree of tenderness in the apex of the tumour was observed. The wound at this 
time was cicatrized, except at two points not exceeding a quarter of an inch in 
length, and from which there was a very small discharge of healthy matter. 
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